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Session 1: A Call to Radical Abandonment in the End-Times


A Call to Radical Abandonment in the End-Times

I.
APPROACHING THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD
A.
We are approaching the most dramatic timeframe in human history. Many who are alive on the earth right now will live through “greatest” and most “terrible” hour the earth has ever known; an hour that Jesus required us to know about and be prepared for; an hour of which all the prophets and apostles spoke about more than their own. The book of Joel gives us profound insight into this coming hour.
For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it? (Joel 2:11b)
B.
There are 3 things to take notice of in this text. First, the end of the age will be the greatest hour the earth has ever known. Secondly, the end of the age will be the most terrible hour the earth has ever known. And thirdly, when these two dimensions of the Day of the Lord touch the earth, there is a question asked of who can endure it?

1.
The impact of the crisis and outpouring that Joel prophesied is unprecedented. The fruit of the outpouring will be the greatest number of conversions in church history and martyrs from every tribe and tongue. And the death toll from the judgment prophesied is nothing short of half the earth’s population (Rev. 6, 9).
2.
We must be faithful to declaring and anticipating both dimensions of the Day of the Lord.

C.
The book of Joel is a prototype of what this awesome hour of history will be like.

1.
Joel chapter 1 – Preliminary judgments are manifest in the land in the form of locust invasion; the mandatory response is day and night prayer to avert or minimize that judgment (1:15).

2.
Joel 2:1:-17 – The preliminary judgment of locust invasion has escalated to military invasion; the mandatory response is day and night prayer to avert or minimize that judgment.

3.
Joel 2:18-3:21 – The historical judgment of Babylonian military invasion will escalate to eschatological judgment in the Day of the Lord; the mandatory response to avert or minimize judgment is day and night prayer.
D.
We are witnessing preliminary divine judgment across the earth right now. This will escalate in the coming years and crescendo with the Day of the Lord and the second coming of Jesus.
E.
The primary message of the book of Joel is how to respond to God individually and corporately when divine judgment is manifest in the land.
II.
THE CALL TO DEEP INTIMACY AND RADICAL IMPACT
In Joel 2:11 we’re told that a “great and terrible” hour will break out on the earth before the second coming. And in Joel 2:12-16 we’re told how we’re to respond. The message of Joel 2:12-16 is mandatory for the church in New Zealand. We must honor the Lord by obeying these commands.
"Yet even now," declares the LORD, "turn to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments." Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. (Joel 2:12-16)
A. “Turn to Me with all your heart”
1.
The primary message in the hour of judgment is the call to the First Commandment. 

2.
The primacy of love. Love over service, love over labor, and love over repentance. A repentance-centric Gospel is a radically diminished Gospel. God is not asking New Zealand to simply quit doing things. He’s requiring that they quit belittling His worth by gorging themselves on inferior pleasures. God requires that we love Him. This is a command.

3.
The following commands (“fasting, weeping, mourning, tearing, turning, praying, etc.) serve as a road-map for us in our pursuit of wholeheartedness. Wholeheartedness is impossible without fasting, prayer, tearing and turning. 

4.
The fact that this is the first command in the text reveals so much about God’s heart; it tells us what He values the most and what He considers to be wisdom. So the question is, how much are we investing into our pursuit of the First Commandment? It doesn’t come automatically or on the run.

B. “With fasting, weeping and mourning”

1.
Neither fasting or weeping or mourning earns us God’s favour. We embrace these things as means to possessing a tender heart. That is why God requires fasting – so that we would become weak and vulnerable to His leadership. And when we are vulnerable we will be susceptible to feeling the weight of reality emotionally and intellectually. This makes weeping possible. And this makes mourning possible.
2.
The disciplines are required not so that we can earn God’s favour but so that we can experience that favour. We are so dull and dumb when left to our own carnal devices. Voluntary weakness is so necessary to walk in fullness.

C. “Tear your heart and not your garments”
1.
There is a great need right now for torn hearts. Torn hearts is in contrast to torn clothing – it contrasts the external and the internal. God is not asking for external displays of holiness. That is secondary. God is looking for inward agreement with His Word and Spirit. 

2.
The western church is happy to go to meetings, tor read books and even to skip meals. But this is not the same as tearing the heart. Tearing the heart is deeply personal and very painful.

3.
If we don’t tear our hearts He will tear our nation in judgment.

D. “Return to the Lord for His is...”

1.
The posture of response is entirely God-centered. Our pursuit of abandonment is to be saturated in the knowledge of God. If it’s not, it will turn to empty dead religion before long. 
2.
The message of turning to God with wholeheartedness and fasting and prayer is to be framed by the attributes and emotions of God. 

3.
The heart’s home is to know the excellence of God by experience.

4.
The primary motivation for day and night prayer is not the coming crisis but the worth of God. We gather day and night setting ourselves to worship incessantly until the second coming because Jesus possesses enough worth and beauty to sustain us there. Even when turning to God because of impending judgment, the primary motivation for doing so is His beauty.

5.
Day and night prayer is a strange idea to the western church for two reasons: We are ignorant of the impending judgment on the horizon and we are ignorant of the excellencies of Christ.

6.
Try telling the seraphim and the 24 elders and the 4 living creatures that day and night adoration isn’t valid. We don’t see day and night prayer as legitimate because we haven’t seen Him like they’ve seen Him.

E. “Who knows if....?”

1.
Our cities and the nations of the earth will experience either blessing or judgment depending on the posture of the redeemed in those cities. 

2.
“Who knows whether He will relent and leave a blessing” means that if we embrace the word of the Lord in Joel 2:12-13 God may pour out His Spirit on our city instead of judgment. 

3.
God’s goal in judgment and in pouring out His Spirit is to remove the hindrances to love and to bring love to maturity. When God releases judgment He is making war against that which hinders love and belittles His glory. And in the outpouring of the Spirit God is making war against that which hinders love and belittles His glory. There are two-dimensions to one plan and purpose.

4.
The wisest thing we can do to serve our cities is to embrace Joel 2:12-17 in an individual and a corporate way.

F. “Blow the trumpet...gather...consecrate...”
1.
It’s essential that we are deliberate and intentional about calling this nation to corporate fasting and prayer. This is different than prayer meetings. Joel is talking about the forging of a prayer culture.
2.
The whole gamut of callings and ages are included in this command. Religious leadership, infants, young adults and elders. It’s so important that we forge a multi-generational culture of fasting and prayer in our cities.

3.
This city needs solemn assemblies in the face of what’s coming. Not because it’s a good idea but because God requires it. The word of the Lord to New Zealand IS Joel 2:12-17: corporate wholeheartedness, fasting and prayer.
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